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IMPORTANT REMINDER: On October 1, 2015, the ICD-9 code sets used to report medical diagnoses 
and inpatient procedures will be replaced by ICD-10 code sets. Additional information is available on the 
Department of Human Services website at:  
http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/provider/icd10information/P_012571 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: All providers (including all associated service locations - 13 digits) who 
enrolled on or before March 25, 2011 must revalidate their enrollment information no later than 
March 24, 2016.  New enrollment application including all revalidation requirements may be found at 
http://www.dhs.state.pa.us/provider/promise/enrollmentinformation/S_001994. Please send in your 
application(s) as soon as possible. 
 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this bulletin is to notify physicians and independently practicing 
Certified Registered Nurse Practitioners (CRNPs) of procedure code changes related to 
payment for the application of topical fluoride varnish (TFV), effective with dates of 
service on and after September 1, 2015.   

SCOPE: 

 This bulletin applies to all Medical Assistance (MA) Program enrolled physicians 
and independently practicing CRNPs, who render services to MA beneficiaries in the 
fee-for-service delivery system.  Physicians and independently practicing CRNPs, who 
render services to MA beneficiaries in the managed care delivery system, should direct 
questions regarding payment of the application of TFV to the appropriate MA managed 
care organization. 
 
BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

As set forth in MA Bulletin 09-10-08, 31-10-08, titled “Application of Topical 
Fluoride Varnish by Physicians and CRNPs”, issued March 15, 2010, and effective 
April 1, 2010, the Department of Human Services (Department) pays physicians and 
independently practicing CRNPs enrolled in the MA Program, who are properly certified 
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Visit the Office of Medical Assistance Programs Web site at  
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for the application of TFV, for TFV treatments rendered to MA-eligible children under 
five years of age in the office, Place of Service (POS) 11, or Special Treatment Room, 
POS 99, settings.  Payment for TFV treatments are in addition to an office visit on the 
same date of service. 
 

On October 1, 2014, the American Medical Association released the Common 
Procedure Terminology procedure code set for use in 2015.  The code set includes a 
new procedure code, 99188, defined as “Application of topical fluoride varnish by a 
physician or other health care professional”.  The use of procedure code 99188 allows 
the Department to track TFV application by physicians and CRNPs. 
 

As a result of implementing the 2015 Healthcare Common Procedure Coding 
System (HCPCS) updates, the Department is end-dating procedure code D1206 
effective August 31, 2015, and implementing procedure code 99188 beginning 
September 1, 2015 for payment to physicians and CRNPs for TFV treatments. 

This bulletin supersedes, in part, MA Bulletin 09-10-08.  Physicians and CRNPs 
are to use new procedure code 99188, in order to bill and receive payment for TFV 
treatments to MA eligible children under 5 years of age.  All other information provided 
in MA Bulletin 01-12-30 remains in effect. 

PROCEDURE: 

Effective with dates of service on and after September 1, 2015, the Department 
will no longer pay physicians and CRNPs for procedure code D1206.  Effective with 
dates of service on and after September 1, 2015, the Department will pay physicians 
and CRNPs, who are trained and certified through the Smiles for Life continuing medical 
education (CME) course, for TFV services using procedure code 99188.  The MA 
Program payment rate for TFV application and the limits on service remain the same 
and are as follows: 
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Procedure 
Code 

Provider 
Type 

Provider 
Specialty 

Place of 
Service 

Description MA Fee Limits 

99188 31 ALL 11, 99 Application 
of Topical 
Fluoride 
Varnish by 
a physician 
or other 
health care 
professional 

$18.00 Under 5 
years of 
age; 4 per 
calendar 
year. 

99188 09 ALL 11, 99 Application 
of Topical 
Fluoride 
Varnish by 
a physician 
or other 
health care 
professional 

$18.00 Under 5 
years of 
age; 4 per 
calendar 
year. 

The MA Program Outpatient Fee Schedule has been updated to reflect this 
change.  

As stated in MA Bulletin 09-10-08, in order to receive payment for the application 
of TFV, the physician’s or CRNP’s enrollment file must be updated with the TFV 
indicator.  Physicians and CRNPs must submit a copy of the certificate demonstrating 
successful completion of the “Smiles for Life” training course in order to have this 
indicator put on their enrollment file.  Providers are not required to be recertified. 
 




