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Table Design Standards

Introduction

Good table design is paramount in database modeling. Table design standards ensure that tables are designed to be efficient and flexible.

Purpose

The purpose of this document is to provide relational database designers with standards for designing tables that ensure that the tables (and the database) are efficient, flexible, and easy for others to use.
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Table Design Standards

Follow these standards when designing tables so the tables are efficient, flexible, and easy for others use them.

1. Initially, design tables in third-normal form to ensure singularity, consistency, and flexibility. 

2. Summary and/or aggregate tables can support reporting or intense batch processing. 

3. Tables should be denormalized only after all other efficiency gaining opportunities have been exercised. 

4. All table and attribute names should follow the naming standards set forth by DPW. (See Physical Data Modeling section in the DPW Business and Technical Standards.)










