

Triggers  / Sequences


Triggers and sequences should be used to populate artificial keys within a table.  Triggers should also be used to populate the auditing timestamp column on the table.


The naming standard of triggers in the database is defined with concatenation of a trigger identity string of “TR”, a one-character trigger event code, a two-character trigger operation code, a two-character trigger type code, and a descriptive string of table specific information related to the trigger.  The concatenation is undertaken by an underscore between these five portions of the name.  If a particular Database does not support one of these descriptors (i.e. Trigger Event Code), it may be omitted.  Definition of the three codes is through following conventions:

1. Trigger Event Code:

“B” for BEFORE trigger event, and

“A” for AFTER trigger event.

2. Trigger Operation Code:

“IN” for INSERT operation,

“UP” for UPDATE operation, and

“DE” for DELETE operation

“NS” for INSTEAD operation (redirect statement to effect other objects INSTEAD of the object listed).

“LO” for Database level operations that occur upon logon.

“LF” for Database level operations that occur upon logoff.

“ST” for Database level operations that occur upon database startup.

“SD” for Database level operations that occur upon database shutdown.

“ER” for operations that occur upon detection of an error condition.

“SC” for schema level operations (typically DDL execution).

3. Trigger Type Code:

“RW” for ROW LEVEL trigger type, (triggers that are executed for every row effected during the transaction)

“ST” for STATEMENT LEVEL trigger types (triggers that execute only one for a particular transaction no matter how many rows are effected).

For example, if you have a trigger with BEFORE event, for INSERT operation, of ROW LEVEL type, and acting on a table of APPLN, the trigger will be named as TR_B_IN_RW_APPLN.








