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Metadata Entry Instructions

Introduction

Metadata is information about data (that is, data definitions, data aliases, where Online Transaction Processing (OLTP) and Online Analytical Processing (OLAP) data reside). It contains all the information about the data and processes used to populate and access a data warehouse.

Purpose

The purpose of this document is to give instructions on how to enter metadata. For an example of metadata, see Example of Metadata.

Metadata Entry Instructions

	TABLE:

	
	Table Name:
	META_DW_TABLES

	
	Table Description:
	Captures data that defines tables in the metadata. There must be an entry for each new EDW table.

	COLUMNS:

	Column Description
	Name in Table
	Name in Metadata application (What the user sees)

	A text identifier given to each table. This ID must match between this table and META_DW_ATTRIBUTES (Metadata content manager will assign this value).
	TABLE_ID
	Not seen by the user

	Table Name as it actually appears in the Oracle DB.
	ORA_TABLE_NAME
	Oracle Name

	Descriptive name for the table. Must match corresponding column in META_DW_ATTRIBUTES.
	TABLE_NAME
	Table Name

	Detailed Description of the table.
	TABLE_DEFINITION
	Definition

	The name of the Impromptu folder.
	CATALOG_FOLDER
	Impromptu Name / Folder Name

	The name of the catalog containing the folder. 
	CATALOG_FILENAME
	Catalog Name

	A code to identify the update frequency (Monthly, Quarter, Semiann, Annual). If the frequency is other than monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually, then make up a new code.
	UPDATE_FREQ
	Not seen by the user.  Links to UPDATE_FREQ_DESC in META_UPDATE_FREQ_LU, which the user does see as Update Frequency.

	A code to identify the update strategy used (optional as long as UPDATE_STRATEGY is provided).
	UPDATE_STRATEGY_CODE
	Not seen by the user. Links to UPDATE_STRATEGY_DESC in META_UPDATE_STRATEGY_LU, which the user sees as Update Strategy.

	A brief description of the update strategy used.
	UPDATE_STRATEGY
	UPDATE_STRATEGY_DESC in META_UPDATE_STRATEGY_LU associated with UPDATE_STRATEGY_CD. Seen as Update Strategy.

	A code to identify the retention strategy (optional as long as RETENTION is provided).
	RETENTION_CODE
	Not seen by the user. Links to RETENTION_DESC in META_RETENTION_LU, which the user does see as Retention.

	A brief description of the retention strategy.
	RETENTION
	RETENTION_DESC in META_RETENTION_LU associated with RETENTION_CD. Seen as Retention.

	Any additional information that needs to be provided.
	SPEC_INFO
	Comments

	The date of implementation in the warehouse.
	PHASE
	Phase

	The date the EDW table was last loaded (if applicable).
	LAST_LOAD
	Last Loaded

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TABLE:

	
	Table Name:
	META_DW_ATTRIBUTES

	
	Table Description:
	Captures data that defines elements in the metadata. There must be an entry for each column of each new EDW table.

	COLUMNS:

	Column Description
	Name in Table
	Name in Metadata application (What the user sees)

	“Y” for new entries (to be added to metadata tables), “N” for old (already applied to metadata tables).
	UPDATE_FLAG
	Not seen by the user.

	A text identifier given to each table. This ID must match between this table and META_DW_TABLES (Metadata content manager will assign this value).
	TABLE_ID
	Not seen by the user.

	Descriptive name for the table. Must match corresponding column in META_DW_TABLES.
	TABLE_NAME
	Table Name.

	A text identifier given to each column in the EDW tables or each item in Impromptu Catalogs and Folders (Metadata content manager will assign this value).
	ITEM_ID
	Not seen by the user.

	Descriptive name for the item.
	ITEM_NAME
	Description / Impromptu Name.

	Alternate name for item.
	ALTERNATE_ITEM_NAME
	Not seen by user.

	Detailed description about the item.
	ITEM_DEFINITION
	Definition.

	Type of item (EDW items are of type “Attribute”).
	ITEM_TYPE
	Item Type.

	The code of the source system (CIS, PACSES, and so forth) from which this element was derived.
	SYSTEM_CD
	Not seen by the user. Links to SYSTEM_NAME in META_SRC_SYSTEM_LU, which the user does see as Source System.

	The ID of the source entity (source table or source record) the item is present in.
	ENTITY_CD
	Not seen by the user.

	The name of the source item.
	SOURCE
	Source.

	A brief description of the transformation logic. 
	TRANSFORMATION_LOGIC
	Not seen by the user.

	Any additional information about the item.
	SPEC_INFO
	Comments.

	The date of implementation in the warehouse.
	PHASE
	Phase.

	Reliability of the data (optional in the case of average reliability).
	DATA_RELIABILITY
	Data Reliability.

	The name of the Impromptu folder.
	CATALOG_FOLDER
	Impromptu Name / Folder Name.

	Name of the column as it appears in the Oracle table.
	ORA_COLUMN_ITEM_NAME
	Oracle Name.

	Data type for the column in the EDW table.
	ORA_DATATYPE
	Data Type.

	Primary key for the EDW table (Logical - Check indicates whether item is a primary key).
	ORA_PK
	Not seen by user.

	Primary key for the EDW table (Numeric - If element is a primary key then this number indicates the order of the key).
	ORA_PK_ORDER
	PK.

	Used to indicate if the column in the EDW table can have Null values.
	NULLS
	Nulls.

	Name of associated dimension table as it appears in Oracle (mutually exclusive with VALUE_LIST).
	ORA_LOOKUP
	Dimension Table/Value List.

	Possible values for an item (mutually exclusive with ORA_LOOKUP).
	VALUE_LIST
	Dimension Table/Value List.





