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REPORT ON THE NEAR FATALITY OF

Date of Birth: 04/03/2009
Date of Incident: 03/05/2011

The victim Chlld was previously known to:
Blair County Children, Youth and Families

* Date of Oral Report: 03/05/2011°
- Date Report Finalized: -01/02/2013

This répbi’t is conﬁdehtial under fhé pro_visioné of the Child:Prote_ctive Services' Law aﬁd cavumot': “
 be released. o : CL T v g
. (23 Pa. C.S. Section 6340)

bUnalithbri.zed.'release is prol_i_ibited under penalty of law.
(23 Pa. C.S. 6349 (b)) - - ' ~ o




- Reason for Review:
~ Senate Bill 1147, Printer's Number 2159 was signed into IaW on July 3, 2008.

The bill became effective on December 30, 2008 and is known as Act 33 of
2008. As part of Act 33 of 2008, DPW must conduct a review and provide a -

“written report of all cases of suspected child abuse that result in a child fatality or

near fatality. This written report must be completed as soon as possible but no
later than six months after the date the report was registered with ChildLine for

~ investigation.

Family Constellatlon v » , o

Name - = - Relationship - - Date of Birth
- Victim child ~ ~ . 04/03/2009

Mother . ' : 1984

Father 1985
Father to victim child’s sibling 1984
Sibling ‘ _ 2009
Sibling -~ - _ - 2002

Sibling ’ 2004
Maternal Grandfather ' _
Maternal Grandmother

Household member

Notification of Fatalltv

On 03/05/11, at approximately 12:30 pm the victim chlld s father carried
the child to the Altoona Regional Hospital and reported that the child fell two
stories out of an attic window. It was reported that the incident occurred at the

- mother’s house; however, the father was responsible for the child at the time of

the incident. The father and mother do not live together. The child’s mother was
allegedly at the store. The father assumed that the child crawled out of an attic
window and fell. The father reported that a cousin was staying in.the attic of the

-house and had the attic window open because he-was smoking. The father went |

to the bathroom. While in the bathroom he heard the child screaming. The

father didn't see the child, but saw the window open, so the father went out3|de

. and found the child.

~ transported to Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh

The child had a - on his forehead. The child was

at Altoona
Regional Hospital certified that the child was in serious condltlon and was

expected to survive.
- Allegheny County Chlldren Youth and Famllles conducted the safety

check of the victim child at Children’s Hospital on 03/06/11. The victim child was

-expected to be to the maternal grandparents

. Clearances and a safety check of their home were
completed on 03/06/11 by Blair County _Chlldren Youth and Families..




Documents Reviewed and Individuals Interviewed:
The Central Region Office of Children, Youth and Families obtalned and
reviewed all past and current records pertaining to the [JJJli| family. Interviews
-were conducted with the Blair County Children, Youth and Families (BCCYF)
caseworkers and supervisors involved in the case.

'Case Chronoloqv:

Previous CY involvement: :
Blair County Children, Youth and Famrhes previous history with the family
included a General Protective Services referral on 05/18/09 regarding no one
- being home or present to get the seven year old off of the school bus. The
referral was closed on 07/01/09 due to the mother making arrangements to have
an adult present at the child’s bus stop. There were no concerns regardlng child
abuse or neglect.
A second referral was a Chrld Protective Servrces report that was received
“on 11/09/10 regarding the eight year old having scratches on her face and arms
allegedly from her mother hitting her. The abuse report was unfounded and
closed on 11/22/10. The child denied that her mother hit her. The child
explained she received the injury from tripping and falling against a dryer located
on the family’s front porch. All four children were seen and/or mtervrewed There
was no evidence of child abuse or negleot

Circumstances of Child’s Near Fatality: - ,

On 03/05/11, at approximately 12:30 pm, the victim child’s father allegedly
carried the child into the Altoona Regional Hospital and reported that the child -
had fallen two stories out of an attic window. The incident occurred at the
mother’s housé; however, the father was responsible for the child and his siblings
- at the time of the incident. The father and mother did not live together. The
father was oarmg for the ch|ldren whlle the child’s mother was at work.

_ The father reported that a cousin was staying in the attlc of the house and

_had the attic window open while he was smoking. That same cousin admitted -
that he must have left the attic window open after he was done smoking. This
cousin was allegedly sleeping downstairs on the living room couch when the
victim Chl|d Walked up two flights of stairs to the attic.

“The father went to the bathroom and placed the six-year oId srbllng in
charge while he was in the bathroom for approxrmately 15 minutes. While in-the -
bathroom, he heard the victim child screaming. The father didn’t see the child in
the room, but saw the opened window. The father assumed that the child crawled

“out of an attic window and fell. The father went outside and found the child lying
on the ground in the grass. As the father discovered the child lying ori the
ground, the mother had arrlved home from work They drove the. child to Altoona '




Regional Hospital in the mother’s car. The report was not received by Blair
County Children, Youth and Families on-call caseworker until 8:45 pm.

The child had a || B o his forehead. The child was
transported to Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh

, it was determined that ‘had also
sustained : at Altoona Regional Hosprtal certified that
the child was in serlous condition and was expected to survwe

' ,A"Ilegheny County Children, Youth and Families conducted the safety
check of the victim child at Children’s Hospital on 03/06/11. The victim child was
expected to to the maternal grandparents,

Clearances and a safety check of their home were
completed on 03/06/11 by Blair County Children, Youth and Families. A safety
_ plan was implemented that stated that if the parent’s tried to remove the child
.. from the hospital, the hospital was to immediately notify Blair County Children,
Youth and Families. The mother and | EEEENEEEE \ << to only have
supervised contact with the child. -

Blair County Children, Youth and Families monitored the safety plan by
conducting unannounced visits to the caregiver's home two times per week. As
part of the safety plan, one sibling was staying.with an aunt and an uncle, and
two siblings were staying with their biological father. Clearances and home safety
checks were performed on all the caregivers by Blair County Children, Youth and
Families (BCCYF) and the Altoona Police Department on 03/06/11. At that time,
the siblings were all seen and deemed safe. If the mother or the father, the
: , would have attempted to remove the children while on the

“safety plan, the pollce and BCCYF were to be immediately notified. There were
no concerns WIth the safety plans not belng followed. : : '

The county mdrcated the chlld abuse lnvestrgatlon on 04/1 5/11 for Iack of
“supervision listing the father as [IIIIIlM =s it was determined that the victim
child was left unattended long enough to crawl from the first floor of the home to
the third story attic while under the father’s supervision. The child then managed
-~ to pull himself up to the window ledge and had fallen ouit of the window to the '
ground below Where he sustalned serious injuries. : :

- Currentl most recent status of case

, The four ch|ldren were returned to their mother on 04/05/11
The mother and children were referred to -
on 04/05/11 to work with the mother on -
strengthening her parenting skills, to assist with monitoring the case and the -

~ supervision of any contact between the father and his two children.
‘ is continuing their work with the mother.. and BCCYF are working




‘with the mother on stressing the importance of only using responsible caretakers,
and trying to get her day care services. The mother is also attending parenting
classes through is involved with the mother and chiidren.

he | father, of the victim child and the victim child’s twin, is to
only have supervised contact with his two children. He has very limited contact
with the children. He has not contacted BCCYF in months, and CYF does not
have an address for him. The father is not currently incarcerated. Altoona police
investigated the incident and charged the father with Endangering the Welfare of
Children. He is awaiting court. He was advised to participate in supervised visits
" through - but he has not done so yet. He was also to attend ||l
i services, and to date the county agency has not received any rnformatlon
regardrng his partlcrpatron in any :

"~ Services to children and famrlres:

The victim child has 3 siblings:

. was staying with an
aunt and uncle, . ChildLine clearances were
completed on these individuals. The uncle, ,-has a criminal record;
however, the child was moved to this residence before BCCYF was called. The
criminal record is from 2005 and does not include any incidents against children.
The safety check on the aunt and uncle’s home was completed by a BCCYF
caseworker and the Altoona Police on 03/06/11

were staying with their father [ ] The sibling’s
father s ChildLine clearances were completed. The sibling’s father had a criminal
‘record; however, no arrests were related to children. The safety check of the
sibling’s father’s residence was also completed by a BCCYF caseworker and the
Altoona Police on 03/06/11. Both children were moved to their father's residence
before BCCYF was called. A safety plan was put into place with the father that
“stated that if the mother or [ would have attempted to remove the children
while in his care, the police and BCCYF were to be notified immediately.

: The four children were returned to their mother on 04/05/11 with intensive

services (BCCYF & ) in place. The father of the twins and | ] of the
“victim child is to only have supervised contact with his two children. The father of
" the older two children shares legal and. physical custody of the chlldren with the

- mother but the chlldren reside W|th the mother pera court order.

Countv Strenqths and Deflmencres as |dent|f|ed by the Countv S Near
Fatality Report: :

‘ The County conducted the County Act 33 Near Fatality Review on.
'03/30/11 as required for a case that goes over 30 days without a status - .
“determination. There were a large number of county participants at the review.




_ In attendance along with the Department of Public Welfare, Central Region Office
of Children, Youth and Families was the CYF Administrator, three CYF
supervisors, two CYF caseworkers, the Family Intervention Crisis Services
(FICS) Director, The Altoona Regional Hospital Risk Management Director, the
‘Altoona Regional Hospital Supervisor in Case Management, the District Attorney-
office and Tyrone Police Chief. ' :

Countv Recommendations for changes at the Local Levels as identified by
Fatality Report: ‘

- A concern was hoted at the review with the amount of time that had
elapsed between when the child arrived at Altoona Regional Hospital and when
the report was called into Blair County Children, Youth and Famiilies and -
ChildLine by hospital staff. This concern was presented to the Altoona Regional
Hospital's Risk Manager Director. The Risk Manager Director stated that she
presented this concern to the appropriate hospital staff. Hospital staff will
- communicate this to the appropriate personnel so that this line of commumcatlon
remains open and tlmely

Recommendations for changes at the State Level:

~

- None recommended.

Central Region Findings:

_ Blair County Children, Youth and Families responded and acted
appropriately to the child abuse allegations and implemented a safety plan for the
victim child and his siblings.. The child is currently in _
B This case was presented to the county MDT on 03/17/11, which.
recommended the near fatality review meeting that was held on 3/30/11. The

- county indicated the child abuse investigation for lack of supervision against the -
father on 04/15/11 as the child was left unattended long enough to crawl from the
first floor of the home to the third story attic while under the father’s supervision.
The child then managed to.pull himself up to the window ledge and had fallen out:
of the window to the ground below. The child sustained a || NN o
“his forehead and a — ‘Blair County Chlldren Youth'and Families - -
contlnue to monitor the famlly o

The county frled all the reqwred documents in the requlred tlme frame _: '_ '

_ Statutorv and Regulatory Compllance issues: :
. There were no areas of non- comphance identified durlng the revrew -






